Progress, priorities
and people

Last year was a busy year for the Looked After Children Unit at the Scottish
Government, and, with a number of legislative and practice developments in
the field, 2013 is shaping up to be the same. Here, the team set out their
priorities for the year ahead
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Implementation Group have been asked
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than those we have for promoting the need for support, based around providing each
our own children. early decisions to be taken child and young person with a volunteer
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parents possible. The new
Children and Young People Bill proposes
a legishative change to define corporate
parenting and to darify the public bodies
to which this definition applies, while the
Corporate Parenting National Training
Programme, delivered by Who Cares?
Scotland, has been rolled out across the
country.The Centre of Excellence For
Looked After Children In Scodand
(CELCIS) has also been commissioned to
refresh and re-launch the We Can And
Must Do Better training materials. The
Bill also plans to extend the provision of
pre-school day care to all looked after 2
year olds to help ensure that this
vulnerable group of children are
supported to get the best start in life.

The National Parenting Strategy
recognises that birth and corporate
parents of locked after children need
targeted help and support, and early
intervention is crudal if children are m

fewer placements for children, early
permanence decisions for every child and
a system that puts the child at the very
centre.

Part of the Care and Permanance plan
also indudes a comprehensive review of
foster care, to ensure that provision
across Scotland is of the standard
required to provide children with the
stable, nurturing placements they need. A
national review of foster care is
underway, led by Sandra Paterson, and
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foster care arr and
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services are structured and delivered and
ensuring they are meeting the increasingly
complex needs of children requiring
alternative family placements.

The new Children and Young People Bill
will put Scotland’s Adoption Register on a
statutory footing and will help speed up

g0 on to achieve the same
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after. During the development stages of
the Children and Young People Bill we
also explored enhancing specific rights
and entidements for kinship carers, and
are currently considering the findings of
the consultation before deciding how
best to proceed.Alongside this, the
Minister for Children and Young People
commissioned a review of financial

the adoption process and promote a
consistent approach to matching The
Register is already achieving real success
and we intend to develop it further to
offer more children, particularly those
harder to place, permanent homes.

We are working to secure even earlier
interventions so that young people at risk
ofccﬂlgilomnptwldedwhhﬂle
(pr ive) support needed in their

On 4 December 20 12, Aileen Campbell
MSP, Minister for Children and Young
People hosted the first of a two part
summit focusing on improving cutcomes
for children who are looked after at
home. Providing safe, stable, nurturing and
permanent homes for children in care,as
early as possible, is a priority for this
Government and the event is one of a

ber of it to support
children looked after at home and their
parents. These two events are an
opportunity to bring together a range of
different services and stakeholders to
explore the issues faced by this group of
children and agree the priority
interventions that are required to better
support them.

The Scottish Government will be working
with CELCIS, LACSIG, Scottish Children’s
Reporter Administration and other
partners to develop a work programme
based on the themes that have emerged
from the December event and a follow
up event is planned for March 2013.

Summary provided by the Scottish
Government Looked After Children
unit.

For more information contact
C!Melwm@uodu»d.gﬂ.gw.u* or
email the central unit via
lookedafterchildren2@scotland.gsi.

gov.uk
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