What we know about @SS A%I( in Scatland

In 2024, the research centres

SCOTTISH CENTRE FOR
AV ADMINISTRATIVE Centre for excellence
DATA RESEARCH

looked for the first time at data about

care and pratection,

children and young people Kinship care is when this care is provided
e e . G g by a family member or family friend,
who lived in kinship care in Scatland. : \n instead of the child's parents.

S0 we wanted to know more about it

'r:\

to helplmprove Services and support for children.

children who were
in kinship care
9 between 2008 and 2019.

Kinship care is

2. most common living arrangement

for children who go into care.

All the information is anonymous.

We did nat see anyone’s name or personal details.



What did we find out?

Kinship care is often the first option.

Kinship care was the first option of care
provided for more than

Kinship care has hecome more common.

children in care
lived in kinship care

* ** Kinship care can be

l in 3 Children in care short-term or long-term.
lived in kinship care
[ children were cared for
o 1 'n 1‘ by kinship carers
for less than a month.
’ 9 ‘ ‘ ‘

children in care
currently live with kinship carers.

of the children
who lived in kinship care.

children were cared fo
'n by kinship carers
for MOre than ﬁve years.

More details
on page 19
of the full report

More details
on page 3¢
of the full report




After kinship care, most children
Many children [ive with family or friends.

only ever live with v
Kinship carers
while in care.

o 4@ Of children had only M““F“:j'dri;]‘,e'igef .
,' ever lived in kinship care ;gm?llﬁemurllﬁ SHTHAGEE o returned to fvewith thei
during their time in care. parent/s after leaving
kinship care.

More details
on page ¢/
of the full report

More details
on page 34
of the full report

Most referrals to the
Children’s Hearing System are for

When there is a concern AND

about a child’s safety or wellbeing,
they can be referred to a
Children’s Hearing.

were only ever referred

of children in kinship care on care and protection grounds.

were ever referred to the
Children’s Hearing System |
More details

because of an alleged offence. on page 53
of the full report



Children living with kinship carers o
: of children being cared for
Of[en [equu’e o by kinship carers had

‘Additional Support Needs' at school.

This compares to

31/

aII the children
More details

on page 41

of the full report

..out children who had

We can do more to support S— |
lived in kinship care are doing

the education of children
who have been in kinship care...

Between 2010 and 2019
children who had lived
in kinship care

Children who had lived in
kinship care stayed at school
for longer, and gained more

qualifications, than they did
in2010.




What does all this mean?

| Kinship families .‘ Q

deserve support..

O Kinship care

WorRkS WELL

for many children

Kinship carers don't always have
the same help, rights and entitlements £
as gthers who support children in care. £

However, some children who had lived e 4o nat know the exact
o . . € 00 not Know the exdct reasons
in kinship care experienced poorer for this, but we do know that many

outcomes than many of their peers. different circumstances - beyond
kinship care - have an impact.

(o)

Kinship families need and deserve
proper support, for example in terms
of their health, education and finances.

9@

..N0 matter where the

The numbers shown here are averages across Scotland,
but we found that the experiences of children in kinship
care are really different in different parts of the country.

S a8

§ ()




What else do we want to know?

|t is important that these findings are updated when new data becomes available beyond 2019.

Read the full research report here:

To add to our research based on data www.scadr.ac.uk/news-growing-kinship-care
I1'S impgr[an[ that we also listen to | For any questions about this research,

' contact joanna.soraghan@strath.ac.uk
children and young people
@ :bout their own experiences.

According to a 2011 estimate, there are around

q “‘ To find out about support for
’ kinship families contact:

children in Scotland

who are cared for by a family member or a family friend,

Kinship Care Advice Service for Scatland

: . . www.kinship.scat
but who are nat ‘in care’. That is, the Local Authority dvicemkinshinscot
IS not responsible for their care. ddvICE@KINSNIPSCOL.oTe
0803 800 0006

The experiences of these children are
not reflected in the data used for this research,
and it would be helpful to understand
more about their lives. Research funded by
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