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The Story of the Imagination Library

How It Works

Scotland’s Imagination Library

Focus on Care Experienced Children

Support The Programme



Free books to keep!

Delivered by post to 
the child

A new title arrives 
every month 

Available from birth 
until 5th birthday



You can never 
get enough 
books 
into the hands 
of enough 
children.

“

”





OVER 140,000,000 BOOKS GIFTED
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? Development

Wellbeing

Attainment

Joy
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Partners



PARTNERS IN SCOTLAND

Care Experienced Children

Housing Associations

Local Authority

Early Childhood Centres/Schools

Charities & Community Groups

Sept 2020Number of children

565

203

11162126

171



CARE EXPERIENCED CHILDREN

IN SCOTLAND

2144
CHILDREN REGISTERED

9
YEARS

221,377
TOTAL BOOKS GIFTED
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Child Eligibility

Registration Process

Monthly Book Delivery

• Aged Under Five
• Looked After at Home, Foster Care, Kinship Care 

at any point until their fifth birthday 
• Including children who have been adopted

• Local Authority staff register children
• Manage address changes
• Make name changes when appropriate

• Books delivered to the child’s address
• Arrive each month, even if they are no longer 

“looked after”
• Name labels can be removed for privacy
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Number of Children Registered Compared with 2018/19 Stats
November 2020

Lots of caveats! 
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Children

Get in touch with
your local 

contact

Spread the word 
to parents/ 

carers

Support 
Families

Refer families

Scottish Book 
Trust Resources 

and Training

Link 
Support

Keep up to 
date with our

Book List

Expand the 
Imagination 

Library
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H Are the systems and processes 
the best they could be?

Do you have feedback from 
families?

Could you help register children in 
your local area?

khill@imaginationlibrary.co.uk




